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Eco-Career Eco-Knowledge 

Impact Report
Lowcountry Environmental Appreciation Program (LEAP) is a Coastal Expeditions
Foundation Program supported by the Samuel Freeman Charitable Trust. The program is
now entering its third year and aims to supplement in-class learning and inspire students
through nature to increase performance on standardized testing as well as create long-
term opportunities for students from low-income families and Title 1 high schools through
immersive environmental education. 

LEAP Summer Internship: 2024

4 135 3
High School Students Hours Weekly Activities
Chosen from 150 school year

participants
1 day each week of eco-education,

kayak touring & eco-career exploration

All 4 interns increased their interest  in an
environmental career on a 5-point scale
from 1-I am not interested in an
environmental career to 5- I am confident I
want to pursue an environmental career.

All 4 interns increased their knowledge
of several ecological topics on a 5-
point scale from 1-I have no knowledge
to 5-I have strong knowledge; with
significant increases in the topics
featured above. 

“There were so many people that I
met that opened me to many
opportunities/ ideas about the
future and I have a better
understanding of our ecosystems
and how this career path is.” -
Student A

“I gained the most from the day with the
Coastal Conservation League partner. As
I am interested in Environmental Policy,
that day above others gave me the most
insight to my future career and the
possibilities that may lie ahead. Also, the
topic we are discussing quite literally
effects my neighborhood and family and
I got meaningful advice.” -Student C

“Kids On Point (an underserved camp we
take out during the summer) was my
favorite Coastal Expeditions activity
because it’s always a pleasure to teach
new things and get kids inspired about the
ecosystem. I like to give new facts and
information to teach so they can find love
for the ecosystem as they have fun.”- 
Student B

Of field-based experiences over
the course of 9 weeks


