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I feel a greater connection to people when we are outdoors in nature
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I am interested in an environmental career
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Impact Report
 Lowcountry Environmental Appreciation Program (LEAP) is a Coastal Expeditions
Foundation Program supported by the Samuel Freeman Charitable Trust. The program is
now entering its third year and aims to supplement in-class learning and inspire students
through nature to increase performance on standardized testing as well as create long-
term opportunities for students from low-income families and Title 1 high schools through
immersive environmental education. 

LEAP School Year: 2024

150 3 4
Student Participants Title  1 High Schools Experiences

North Charleston HS, St. Johns HS,
&  R.B. Stall HS

in Marine Biology and AP
Environmental Studies classes

including Bulls Island, Gullah Geechee
Heritage, & Crab Bank Kayaking 

Survey results  demonstrate
LEAP increased students’
exposure to nature-based
careers and  activities; as
well as increased their
awareness of the
importance of their natural
surroundings  to well-being,
careers opportunities, and
daily life. 

All students complete a survey before(pre-) and after (post-) their LEAP participation.  The survey
collected information on the students feelings and attitudes towards environmental experiences and
careers. Most statements were measured from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree); while previous
nature/career exposure was evaluated from 1 (no exposure) to 5 (recent exposure) based on the
responses to the questions: When is the last time that you … (a) visited a beach/river/ocean? and (b) met
a scientist?  
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